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TAX REFORM 
Trump 
signs tax 
overhaul 
into law 


BY EILEEN SULLIVAN 
AND MICHAEL TACKETT 


New York Times 


WASHINGTON 

President Donald Trump 
signed the most consequential 
tax legislation in three decades 
on Friday, even as he com- 
plained that he has not been 
given credit for his adminis- 
tration’s accomplishments dur- 
ing a turbulent first year. 

Trump decided against doing 
a formal signing ceremony early 
next year because television 
news networks questioned 
whether he would keep his 
promise to sign the legislation 
before Christmas. 

Trump said he saw the cov- 
erage Friday morning and hasti- 
ly called his staff to say that the 
legislation needed to be signed 
“now,” prompting a last-minute 
Oval Office ceremony for the 
president’s greatest achieve- 
ment in his first year in office. 

“We did a rushed job today,” 
Trump said at the bill signing. 
“Tt’s not fancy, but it’s the Oval 
Office. It’s the great Oval Of- 
fice.” 

Trump also signed a stopgap 
spending bill in order to avoid a 
government shutdown. In addi- 
tion to extending government 
funding, the bill includes $4 
billion for missile defense, 
among other provisions. 

It marked another improvisa- 
tional moment in a presidency 
already known for abandoning 
the norms of the office. 

The bill was the most signif- 
icant legislative victory for 
Trump, who has struggled dur- 
ing his first year in office to pass 
major bills that would deliver on 
campaign promises, even with 
Republicans having the majority 
in both chambers of Congress. 
Republicans promise the new 
tax law will benefit the middle 
class, but Democrats have 
warned that the law could be 
harmful to many lower-income 
taxpayers and to the nation’s 
fiscal health. 

“It’s going to be a tremendous 
thing for the American people,” 
Trump said. 

Before signing the legislation 
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BY EMERY P. DALESIO 
Associated Press 


RALEIGH 

North Carolina environ- 
mental regulators will start 
testing the state’s major suppli- 
es of drinking water to learn 
whether people are ingesting 
industrial chemicals whose 
health effects are poorly under- 
stood, a state official said Fri- 
day. 

Monitoring could start next 
month for nearly two dozen 
unregulated chemicals that the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency classifies as “emerging 
contaminants” needing more 
study, state Department of 
Environmental Quality spokes- 
man Jamie Kritzer said. 

The testing is an outgrowth 
of concerns that a Chemours 
Co. chemical called GenX, 
which is used to make Teflon 
and other coatings, was in 
Wilmington’s chief water sup- 
ply. 

The broader testing, to in- 
clude Norman, Falls and Jor- 
dan lakes, and the Yadkin and 
Catawba rivers, will focus on 
so-called perfluorinated chem- 


NC to test water sources 
for industrial chemicals 


AP file photo 


Plans for water testing come after the industrial chemical Genx, 
used at a Chemours Co. plant, was found in the Cape Fear River. 


icals similar to GenX, Kritzer 
said. Such compounds have 
been found in industrial coun- 
tries such as the U.S., Germany 
and China. The compounds are 
suspected of posing an in- 
creased cancer risk in humans. 
“Most of these substances do 
not have health information 
associated with them, so we 
don’t know a lot about them in 
terms of what their health risks 
are,” Kritzer said. 
Toxicologists and other spe- 


cialists on a state science ad- 
visory board will use informa- 
tion developed from adding 
the lesser-known chemicals to 
existing testing for known 
harmful pollutants as they 
work to set standards for when 
health is at risk, he said. 
GenxX replaced a similar 
fluorine-based compound after 
neighbors of chemical-maker 
DuPont’s Parkersburg, West 
Virginia, plant claimed in more 
than 3,500 lawsuits that the 


CHUCK LIDDY News & Observer file photo 


Testing of Jordan Lake and other drinking water sources across the state could begin next month, a state Department of Environmental 
Quality official said Friday. Duke University researchers said they’ve found relatives of the chemical GenX in Jordan Lake. 
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MOST OF THESE 
SUBSTANCES DO NOT 
HAVE HEALTH 
INFORMATION 
ASSOCIATED WITH 
THEM, SO WE DON'T 
KNOW A LOT ABOUT 
THEM IN TERMS OF 
WHAT THEIR HEALTH 
RISKS ARE. 


Jamie Kritzer, state 
Department of Environmental 
Quality spokesman 


compound made them sick. 
DuPont spun off Chemours into 
a separate company two years 
ago. A jury in July 2016 found 
the two companies liable for a 
man’s testicular cancer that he 
said was linked to a chemical 
released by the West Virginia 
plant. The two companies this 
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Bakery in small Beaufort Co. town finds recipe to 
feed the hungry and a grateful community responds 


BY JOSH SHAFFER 
jshaffer@newsobserver.com 


WASHINGTON 

Even in this small Beaufort 
County town, the poor clustered 
around downtown sidewalks - 
enough that Rachel Midgette 
noticed homeless regulars at her 
bakery on Market Street, all 
asking for food. 

One day about two years ago, 
a needy customer asked for a 
ride home - a request that made 
Midgette uncomfortable. But 
she drove the woman home and 


saw her empty kitchen. 

“She didn’t even have a box 
of cereal,” said Midgette, 41. 

So she hit on an idea, and she 
posted a sign in her bakery rest- 
rooms: If you’re hungry, ask for 
the “Rachel Special.” You'll get 
a sandwich and a drink, no 
questions asked. 

Two years later, Midgette sees 
six to 10 people a day take this 
deal at Rachel K’s on Market 
Street, often at breakfast and 
lunch. 

And here’s what Midgette 
gets back. 

One homeless man drops a 


ie dollar in the do- 
nation jar, the 

contents of his 
pockets. Another 
sweeps up the 
front stoop. This 
Christmas, sever- 
al Rachel Special 
regulars hung 
lights around her 
back door - a gesture she appre- 
ciated but took down for safety’s 
sake. 

So Midgette discovered truth 
in adages that get tossed around 
at Christmas time. Small kind- 
nesses pay big dividends. The 


Rachel 
Midgette 


skinniest trees just need love. 

“I can’t change what’s hap- 
pening in Washington,” she 
said. “I can’t change what’s 
happening in North Carolina. 
But I can affect what happens 
here.” 

About 100 miles east of Ra- 
leigh on the Pamlico River, 
Washington looks like a minia- 
ture Wilmington, its century-old 
brick buildings taking in pubs 
and steak restaurants. 

Inside its 1884 building, for- 
merly Town Hall, Rachel K.’s 
Bakery doesn’t offer soup kitch- 
en fare. Lemon almond twists. 
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| CAN'T CHANGE WHAT'S 
HAPPENING IN 
WASHINGTON. | CAN'T 
CHANGE WHAT'S 
HAPPENING IN NORTH 
CAROLINA. BUT I CAN 
AFFECT WHAT HAPPENS 
HERE. 


Rachel Midgette, Rachel K.’s 
Bakery 


Tarts with Nutella. Roast beef 
sandwiches with caramelized 
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